chapters are written by Professor Overzier himself. There is only very brief reference to animals. One interesting feature of the book is the chapter on plastic surgery by Dr Heinz Gelbke which describes 'masculinizing' and 'feminizing' operations. The chapter on intersexuality and transvestism by Professor J H Schultz provides a good outline of the main syndromes but it is a little weak on clarification of the distinction between different forms of transvestism. The psychological aspects are dealt with cursorily and the difficult problems of treatment are discussed in a somewhat noncommittal way; for example, the indication for permission to dress and work as a woman, the points for and against operative treatment, the scope and limitations of the various forms of deconditioning and behaviour therapy that have been practised in recent years are not discussed.
It is a valuable book for reference on intersexuality, the knowledge of which has advanced rapidly in recent years. (for Wellcome Historical Medical Museum) This long-awaited volume will be much appreciated by members of the Society, by medical men in general and by historians of the period under review.
The Apothecariesan off-shoot from the Grocersstarted as an independent livery with royal support from King James I. Oddly enough, the Royal College of Physicians also supported the granting of a Charter although there were outstanding points of difference. The apothecary charged for his prescription only and the physicians thought that by definition of his responsibilities the apothecary might be checked in his medical activities. This proved a pious hope for the apothecaries were already in direct contact with patients and this was the basis of the bitter wrangles which followed over the next century and more.
The young Society, after a mixed welcome in the City, put its affairs in order, ensured strict standardization of drugs and saw to the proper training of apprentices. Its fortunes waxed and waned inversely with the strength and power of the Court where the physicians were always strong. At times the patronage of James, the original founder, was sorely missed.
In the 'willing absence' of the Court and physicians at the time of the plagues, the care of the people fell into the hands of the apothecaries, who could then claim to be the regular attendants of the common people in sickness. So evolved the family doctor, and it is to the great credit of the Society that they had such an important part in his evolution, recognized by the Medical Act of 1815. This confirmed the Society in the control of its profession and laid the foundation of an examination system whereby the LSA was held by the majority of general practitioners in England in the early nineteenth century.
DONALD FRASER
Acute Head Injury by Joseph P Evans MD PhD 2nd ed pp vii+ 159 illustrated $6.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1963 This American monograph covers the acute phase of the subject and is concisely written in a style which holds the interest. The text is frequently amplified by useful descriptions of cases to illustrate particular points and conditions. No attempt is made to deal with problems of rehabilitation and after-care. Some neurosurgeons may disagree with relatively minor points such as the recommendation that the dura should always be opened after the evacuation of an extradural hematoma. It is also stated that it is 'an almost inviolable rule' that depressed fractures require elevation, no exception being made for closed ones in infancy which show such a strong tendency to spontaneous and satisfactory elevation within a few weeks. The indications for repair of dural tears following cerebrospinal fluid rhinorrhoea are not clearly stated and one is left with the impression that this is considered necessary in every case.
The book will be of considerable value to those working outside special centres who are faced with the treatment of head injuries. Further information on special points may be obtained easily by reference to the excellent bibliography, which is not confined to American literature.
R CAMPBELL CONNOLLY

Orthopedic Appliances
The Principles and Practice of Brace Construction by Henry H Jordan MD 2nded ppxviii+201 illustrated $16.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1963 This book does not seek to give the indications for the use of braces and appliances, but rather to foster interest and co-operation between surgeon and bracemaker, so that both may take an active part in constructional work. The need for per-
